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A computer aided system has helped to prevent a drowning in a 
local authority swimming pool

At first, nobody noticed the teenage girl drowning in the North Wales 
council pool. Luckily, Poseidon, Gwynedd Council's safety system 
sounded the alarm. 

The council purchased the Poseidon system for its Bangor 
swimming pool two years ago, but when an accident happened this 
month its investment paid off.

The girl had been swimming at the water's surface, but then sank to 
the bottom of the deep end. Poseidon monitored potential distress, 
detected that was immobile at the pool bottom and the alarm was 
sounded. 

"First of all it was a classic silent drowning - where there was no sign 
of difficulty or struggle - so it is difficult for the lifeguard to detect," 
council leisure officer Brian Evans told Government Computing 
News on 31 August 2005. "But because of the system, we picked up 
that the girl was at bottom of pool within 10 seconds, and a lifeguard 
was able to respond quickly to pull her out."

Poseidon was developed by Vision IQ and designed to work 
alongside human lifeguards. Vision IQ says it is now used in more 
than 120 pools around the world. Evans said that the Bangor is the 
only pool in Wales to have installed system.

It uses underwater and overhead cameras to provides constant 
surveillance of the pool and then alerts lifeguards if something 
suspicious is happening, as well as pinpointing the exact position of 
the incident.

Francois Marmion, general manager of Vision IQ, claimed that 
health organisations worldwide record hundreds of drownings or 
near drownings every year, many in pools with professional 
lifeguards. "It is virtually impossible for lifeguards to see everything 
that is happening in the pool all of the time," he said.

In Germany last year Poseidon helped detect and rescue an elderly 
drowning victim by providing lifeguards with a "third eye" to prevent 
tragedy. In 2000, the system helped lifeguards save the life of a 
teenager in France who nearly drowned during a routine swim.
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technology. It offers a range of public sector ICT research services, events and 
publications including Government Computing, Business Continuity and Smart 

Healthcare magazines.

* Mi Services deliver 
Performance 
Management Solution to 
WDA
* GGP speeds e-
government rollout
* Blackpool meets 
objectives with Graphic 
Data

* All Wales unit improve services

 
 

http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/Frontpage/8AE550C6616B264B8025706E003AE8ED?OpenDocument (1 sur 2)01/09/2005 17:36:41

      Home

      Events

      Market intelligence

      Government Computing

      Services to Government

      Smart Healthcare

      Subscribe

      Free news by email

      What we do

ICT spend in the European public 
sector to 2007
Focused assessment of ICT 
expenditure plans. Which countries will 
see the highest growth? Which sectors 
will offer the greatest opportunities? 
This report will give you the answers.

Learn more...

ICT suppliers to the public sector 
2004
Rankings of the top 50 companies. Find 
out how you perform compared to 
competition.

Learn more…

Business transformation services in 
the UK public sector 2005
Greater public sector efficiency is 
creating business transformation 
opportunities. Find out how you can 
benefit.

Learn more…

ICT and business process 

javascript:gotoAd()
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/printview/8AE550C6616B264B8025706E003AE8ED?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/emailafriend?OpenForm&ParentUNID=8AE550C6616B264B8025706E003AE8ED
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/6006c0d9df140d6a80257067004d8682?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/6006c0d9df140d6a80257067004d8682?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/6006c0d9df140d6a80257067004d8682?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/6006c0d9df140d6a80257067004d8682?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/3cdab535e3f99309802570500036535d?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/3cdab535e3f99309802570500036535d?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/9c2166733be4e1c88025705000309e4d?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/9c2166733be4e1c88025705000309e4d?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/9c2166733be4e1c88025705000309e4d?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/b0e928b78af07bc1802569a6004ce10b/38a6f130065ca53a80256e19003664ce?OpenDocument
http://www.kablenet.com/ke.nsf/sponsor!openagent&sponsor=Cognito
http://www.kablenet.com/ke.nsf/sponsor!openagent&sponsor=Blackberry
http://www.kablenet.com/ke.nsf/sponsor!openagent&sponsor=kablenet_GE
http://www.kablenet.com/ke.nsf/sponsor!openagent&sponsor=Kable_csia_onKable2005

http://www.kablenet.com/
http://www.kablenet.com/events#?expandtab=lyrKB1
http://www.gcexpo.com/
http://www.procurementsolutions.gov.uk/
http://www.kablenet.com/ke.nsf/StaticPages/sponsorship#?expandtab=lyrKB1
http://www.kablenet.com/research#?expandtab=lyrKB3
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/consultancy#?expandtab=lyrKB3
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/kabledirect#?expandtab=lyrKB3
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/egi#?expandtab=lyrKB3
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/researchReports#?expandtab=lyrKB3
http://www.kablenet.com/kgc.nsf/WebPagesFrontPage/gcAbout#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/subscribetogcnew!OpenForm#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/kgc.nsf/WebPagesFrontPage/gclatestissue#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/EmailListFormNew!OpenForm#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/kgc.nsf/webQuery!openform#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/kgc.nsf/WebPagesFrontPage/gcForwardFeatures#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/kgc.nsf/WebPagesFrontPage/gcMediaPack#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/kgc.nsf/WebPagesFrontPage/gcInnovation2005#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/pitcom#?expandtab=lyrKB5
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/servicesToGovt#?expandtab=lyrKB7
http://www.kablenet.com/events
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/shcAbout#?expandtab=lyrKB9
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/EmailListFormshc!OpenForm#?expandtab=lyrKB9
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/shcLatestIssue#?expandtab=lyrKB9
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/shcForwardFeatures#?expandtab=lyrKB9
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/shcMediaPack#?expandtab=lyrKB9
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/subscribetogcnew!OpenForm#?expandtab=lyrKB11
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/EmailListFormshc!OpenForm#?expandtab=lyrKB9#?expandtab=lyrKB11
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/EmailListFormNew!OpenForm#?expandtab=lyrKB11
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/EmailListFormNew!OpenForm#?expandtab=lyrKB12
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/aboutKable#?expandtab=lyrKB14
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/kablePublishing#?expandtab=lyrKB14
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/kableEvents#?expandtab=lyrKB14
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/kableResearch#?expandtab=lyrKB14
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/kableWork#?expandtab=lyrKB14
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/kablePrivacy#?expandtab=lyrKB14
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/pages/kableContact#?expandtab=lyrKB14
http://www.kablenet.com/pitcom
http://www.kablenet.com/ke.nsf/sponsor!openagent&sponsor=Kable_IDcards
http://www.kablenet.com/research
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/020781ea9db2becf80256f2a0051cf72/$FILE/ATT6AHVV/ICT%20spend%20in%20the%20European%20public%20sector%20to%202007%20contents.pdf
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/020781ea9db2becf80256f2a0051cf72/$FILE/ATT5ACZ8/ICT%20suppliers%20to%20the%20public%20sector%202004%20contents.pdf
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/020781ea9db2becf80256f2a0051cf72/$FILE/businessTransformationServices2005_collateral.pdf


Kable - Council IT to the rescue - 31 August 2005

Copyright © 2005 Kable Limited
The Courtyard, 55 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6HA, UK

Tel: +44 20 7608 0900 Fax: +44 20 7608 0901 E-mail: info@kablenet.com

 

http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/Frontpage/8AE550C6616B264B8025706E003AE8ED?OpenDocument (2 sur 2)01/09/2005 17:36:41

outsourcing in the public sector to 
2006/07
Which areas of the public sector offer 
the greatest growth opportunities for IT 
vendors?

Learn more...

Quick Search
Last 35 days of KableNET

 

mailto:info@kablenet.com
http://www.kablenet.com/kd.nsf/020781ea9db2becf80256f2a0051cf72/$FILE/ICT%20and%20business%20process%20outsourcing%20in%20the%20public%20sector%20to%202006_07%20contents.pdf
http://www.s-cat.gov.uk/atoz/tmp1.asp?ID=1144&SPID=166

	kablenet.com
	Kable - Council IT to the rescue - 31 August 2005


	DBPOBDPGNEHCOCNDMGLGNIBLILJAFKPA: 
	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 4
	f3: 50

	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 4
	f3: 50

	f4: 




